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advantage would have a bad effect locally on British prestige,
that Ins enemy was demoralised and could easily be out-
manoeuvred and destroyed., and that he himself could "'see
" nothing which would justify letting slip such an oppor-
tunity . . . because . . . from a military point of view
" Baghdad is a focus of Turkish lines of advance ... of which
"it is vital to deprive the enemy apart from any political
"effect." General Nixon then went on to state that the
troops he had with him were sufficient to enable him to
inflict decisive defeat upon the Turks and to seize Baghdad,
but that in order to hold the city he would require reinforce-
ments which, he suggested, should consist of another divi-
sion of infantry and a regiment of British cavalry. For
the first time, we now find General Nixon laying stress upon
the military value of Baghdad—and when we analyse that
value we find that in essentials it was very much the same
as the value of Kiit or of Nasiriyeh, namely that Baghdad
could be used as an advanced base for a hostile counter-offen-
sive. One is led to ask where this process of depriving the
enemy of possible advance bases was to stop; if Kut, why not
Baghdad; if Baghdad why not Tekrit, and so on—the point
to note being that the further we went into the enemy's
country in order to deprive him of his advanced bases, the
longer., more difficult and more vulnerable our own communi-
cations became.
However, without discussing the situation with his staff,
General Nixon continued to advocate the advance to Baghdad
both for the military reason outlined above as well as for
the politically important results which it could achieve—the
stabilisation of the political situation in Persia likely to be
achieved by depriving hostile propaganda of its centre,
Baghdad, and the heightening of British prestige in the eyes
of the whole world.
For us, wise in the knowledge of what happened afterwards,
it is difficult to acquiesce in General Nixon's appreciation of
the situation. Strategically, his situation was unsound be-
cause his force was dispersed and he had no general reserve;
administratively, the condition of affairs was most unsatis-
factory, and there was little or no prospect of an improvement
in this respect before the asked-for reinforcements could arrive
—because the demands of the administrative services could not
be met from India. Already, by going outside the confines
of the Basra Vilayet the Expedition had passed beyond
the scope of its original task without a proportionate augmen-
tation in strength or in ability to maintain itself. Now we

